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longing to them all. But several very singular me- chaP- 1V;
tals, discovered "by Mr Davy, are not so heavy as
water, and of course much lighter than most stony
bodies. Platinum, the heaviest of the metals, is 23
times heavier than water 9 while the specific gravity of
potasium is only 0"6, that of water being i.
5.  They are the best conductors of electricity of all  Conducting
.                .                                                                 power,
the bodies hitherto tried.
6.  None of the metals is very hard 9 but some of Hardness.
them may be hardened by art to such a degree as to
exceed the hardness of almost all other bodies.    Hence
the numerous cutting instruments which the moderns
make of steel, and which the ancients made of a combi-
nation of copper and tin.
7.  The elasticity of the metals depends upon their  Elasticity,
hardness 5 and it may be increased by the same process
by which their hardness is increased. Thus the steel
of which the balance-springs of watches is made i$ al-
most perfectly elastic, though iron in its natural state
possesses but little elasticity.
8.  But one of their most important properties is mal-
It ability, by which is meant the capacity of being ex-
tended and flattened when struck with a hammer. This
property, which is peculiar to metals, enables us to give
the metallic body any form we think proper, and thus
renders it easy for us to convert them into the va-
rious instruments for which we have occasion.    All
metals do not possess this property ; but it is remark-
able that almost all those which were known to the an~
cients have it.    Heat increases this property consider-
ably. Metals become harder and denser by being ham-
mered.
Q+ Another property, which is also wanting in many